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:2005 AD 

In a chilling vision of the Brave New World of Brave New Labour, spinon rubs its crystal 

balls and focuses on the Labour Government of June 2006... 

It's been a long hard slog, these last few years. Who'd have thought that the break-up of 

Microsoft would have led to all out wars between different factions of technologists, 

leaving huge swathes of continents cut off from each other? Of course, this meant the 

end of the 'special relationship' between Britain and what was the US in 2003, and led 

Prime Minister Brown (that's Mel, of course - no, only kidding)... And that's another story 

- the coup in late 2002 as, bolstered by the news that the public wanted a Prime 

Minister who was more honest and didn't grin all the time, El Gordo swept out the old 

and brought in his good friends Prudence and, er, Sarah, and his amusingly named 

advisor Ed Balls... 
 
So anyway, here are some of the more interesting runners and riders for the 2006 

election... 
 
5. Tony Blair Smooth Tone has been biding his time at the Home Office since the 

takeover - rumour has it that he's ready to mount a comeback campaign, having 

convinced senior Party members that he's fit for the job once again. Son Euan's been 

out of the news since his arrest for gun-running - insiders even suggest that what with 

the increasing numbers of young people ending up in jail these days, having a son 

who's doing time may even help his cause. 
 
4. Anne Widdecombe In a remarkable twist to events after the Conservatives' disastrous 

showing in '01, Widdy surprised everyone by joining the Labour party, and proclaiming 

Free Love for all. Who can forget her bed in with John Humphrys, live on GMTV, in the 

middle of Trafalgar Square? She swiftly rose to the dizzy heights of Deputy Leader, and 

is widely tipped to be Home Secretary in a possible coalition government, given the 

precarious balance of the current incumbents. 
 
3. Billie After her catastrophic wedding night, when her husband was found naked with a 

stripper and a certain fat, greasy comedian, Ms. Piper has been working tirelessly from 

her seat in the House of Lords, given to her as a Life Peerage (Lady Piper of Swindon) 

in what many felt to be a populist last stand by the outgoing Blair junta. It is said that 

she has been soliciting a position in the Lower House, and will renounce her title if 

requested. Although her sympathies are believed to lie with the left, it is not known at 

this time which Party she intends to stand for. The Monster Raving Loonies and the 

British National Natural Law Party (a curious amalgam, but one which many see as 

working, the extremes of one cancelling out those of the other) are keeping tight-lipped 

about the situation. 
 
2. Jack Straw Having been away from Government for a couple of years, while acting 

as the Demon Headmaster for BBC television, a comeback is also apparently on the 

cards for the former student activist. He has his eyes on the Foreign Office, where, we 

are assured, he can't possibly do any more damage than his predecessors, Robin Cook 

and Peter Mandelson (in his post '01 third comeback). 
 
1 Tony Benn The Father of the House, since Ted Heath‚s unfortunate retirement after 

the 'haircut' incident, has been plotting silently of late. Many reports have had him 

prancing around the Palace of Westminster late at night, given a new lease of life due to 

his bionic limb modifications. He is certainly guaranteed a position in the event of a 

secure Labout win, but the likelihood of this is rapidly diminishing. More likely, he has 
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recently been linked with a Channel 4 contract, possibly to replace Ali G as the voice of 

youth on the Big Breakfast. 
 
BART MALIK 
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